riod it has I thﬁml\ seen a5 mueh hard
work as any regiment in.the field, and
never, when bravery could be of any

avail; has it retreated before the ene-
my".‘ now_ ‘stands with less than half
its original strength, but with an untar-| -
- nighed repntation, an unstained flag,—

- Entering Virginia with an aggregate of
963, we now number 470, and of these
less than 300 are present within the’
regiment., And where are the 493 who
were withug 18 months gince. Some-
thing likz one hundred are eundaring'
"|that which is worse than *death, in
Richmond prisons. The balance have
been killed in action, or died of wounds
received there, died of d:seas -caused
by the hardehips and E: posures of
camp, been ' discharged for.. disability,
transferred to the Invahd Corps, or
lastly, dishonorably deserted, Deser!ed
| What ' eternal 1nfamy is ‘attached 4o
that smgkr word.  And siill iti

true; there are those, (but {

xperlenged
much go that '

ask of. chromc,lmcr the few events that
1ave come under” my limited observa-|
jon since the date of my last letter.—
Ipeaking of the weat}ner since the first
5f the month - until fo-day, the heat has
been excessive, and it s well for cur
men that welave het poged but lt-
tle, (we having beeiimost of the time
in camp,) for no set of men could co-
dure marching with a soldle__r s load, un-
der the midday snn -of the pest two
wecks. In camp we have managed to
gurvive, by selec'_' ng the shadiest side,
and exelcwmg ag little as was consist-
--ent with proper dlgcstlon of our hard

I hope w1ll contmue l‘l'ﬂt.]l 0u1 't(,eth

: Cattalaucﬂus' l‘he ‘waler herte is not

i for dunkmg, especlally with the entire
‘1absence of ice, & luoxury of which one
"1 must be deprived and pass the hot sca-
"{son on the high and dry plains around
:| Warrenton Junction, in order {o ap-

late order respecting depredations

‘had the effect of cooling the. ardour of

have time to grow.) What we miss
more than.any- -other one thing, is the
luxury of cold, pme water, such as was
onr’ wont to. en_]oy among the" hills of

only | scarce, but of a very poor’ quality

preciate. We are now encamped near

| Catlett Station, about three miles nocth

of Warrenton Junction, Qur business

at present seems to be guarding the
railroad, to prevent Mosby off White's :
cavalry eutting off our supply of Com-|
missary stores, which might pmve quite
an inconvenie 1o our army. The,
doings of those ‘mysterious freehooters,
who whenever there iz a chance for
Diander, seem fo spring into existence

in a moment, and to disappear as sud-
denly, and of whom it may truly -be
sald, we know not from whence they
came or whence they go, consututes
about the only food- for exmtement 0"'
‘sensation at thigtime; -and even b
has hardly been able to withstand®{
heat of the past few days.
tion with the weather,

¥

along the line of the railroad, may have |

'these séions of Soutbern cbiﬁéﬁty, who
seem Lo take to the road as naturally
and with as much address as the re-
nowned and in comparison gentleman-
Iy Dick Turpin or any of his associ-
ates. It is sincerely to be hoped that
if thesc measures fail to -put & stop to
thiz species of land piracy, that the
next order will be to rid the whole
conntry between the Blue R:dge on the
3outh, and the P-otomac on th_”‘”.— fort!

ime that ?
sersons and
urnishing s
1ouses from &
ihe soldiers -
ank, half- stdrved..chmken and
ts neck to save itz Iife,
sunishment, while perchance the: o
>f said chicken is at the same moment
mgaged in the loyal and laudable ep-
terprise. of setting fire to some rajlroad -
budge te _lmg up 01 puttmo' '

passin
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house at which the parsuers halt to en:
quire whether thé ‘rebels have passed:
that way, they will be met at the"
by the loyal proprietor, who has bat!
just had time to wipe the sweat fromf

 his brow and change the habiliments of

one of making a dash upon the train of
somé Sutler possessed of daring enough
1e risk of capture, contisca-
@ aptivity, in view of the' pro-
fits arising from a suceessful trip out to
the front, should ceasé. It hag already
had a run of two years, and it is timea
new policy was originated, I trust
that one ig already in rehersal which
shall entirely change the aspect of af-
fairg in this quarter. At present our
cavalry, which arm of the service has
secured for itself & well earned and de-
gerved reputation for efficiency in the
field and against the regularly org;an-
ized forces of the enamy, seem to be
completely at fault in managing these
gentry, who are much like the French-
man’s flea, when you put your. finger
on kim ke ain’t there, Like odr city
police, they gencrally arrive”at the
scene of the affray just after the assail-
ants bave left for parts unknown. Of
course they at once start in pursuit, but
these light-fingered and quick fisted
gentlemen have a very mysterious way

‘of making themselves invisible to Yan-

kee eyes. Ten to one, at the first

) _Rebel ‘officer or private for those of a
peaceful quiet citizen, and who s after
ng them as to the p

hem good morning with the
xpressed {and of course heart
vish that Mosby and his whole
gang of thieves may speedily be caught
and brought up with a round t;urn at

_ff.lmS the Sutlers, for the present. By
-the way, our regimental sutlers, Bav ry

< e e i I o8 AL A1 o

. t00' puinerous to mention, left yesterday

the end of a rope.
But I must leave Mosby and his vie-

and. Lieut. Col. Loomis, made-us the
first’ visit of the’ Season, ‘afew days
since, and afer disposing: of their Joad
oftobaceo, gmgel bread, cheese, ready
made clothing and other fancy atticles

on their return to the city, from whence,
{unless in the mean time they should
make 2 side trip to Richmond on other
account than their own,) we may
expegt them to veturn the fore part of
next week, with another supply of such
articles s soldiers most; delight to pur-
chase,

‘be made it vai

abouts of the. base marhﬁders [

B_y tlie way what has becon"e of those | i
recruits we have heen lookmg for sol
long and so anxiously. Tell C/8.C. to
hurry up and get that wheel under mo-
tion, for we want the men hére, and

now is an exceflent i_,l_m_e to learn the

mysteries of shoulder arins, eyes right,
front, while we are lying idle and wait-
for cooler days before we advance
South and finish up this little job yes
on hand. Bo come on boys, there is
root and té spare, your neiglhbors here
who have borne the brunt of the cam-
paign at Chancellorsville, at Gettys-
burg, on our long and fatiguing march-

es through heat apd rain, mud and

dust, and in Richmond prisons, are
looking anxionsly to you for help to
finish what has been so well and so
bravely commenced.” " Sarely you will
not, by withholdine ﬁir aid at this

¢ritical moment, allow omr eountey to

lose the benefit of what has already
been done. The rebellion is. ewdent]yl
tottering: to ity very fouhdation, “and 1t\
now needs only one vigorous move ot
onr part to comp]ete the demolition of
the fabric. Canit be that under these
circumstances’ ‘you ‘can_refuse to lend
the helping h is the:earnest appeal
of fathers, song ) s to you, to
T va =T tdl_ ot that thel
o fip from the  thon-

cheer which will _
sands whose eyes rned to; their na-
tive hills for the tant glimpse of
your coming, when they gee yOur man-.
ly steps and hear {lig:7sound of your

terror, and will é,i*"y to-otie another, “Let
us flee; for the Lord i§ against us and
on the sideof our foes.” T repeat it
men of the North, now is the time tn
strike with strong arm and steady
nerve for liberty and our country, De
trne to yourselves and the eountry is
safe. Be false, and it may be yours,
while gazing in shame and remorse
npon the ruins'of our once blessed and
happy land, tc_l'"_iis"r_,én to ihe wvoice of
conscience, “This iz your work, you
might have prevénted it but you-would
not, behold the desolation you have
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fwm such a retrospect, you will cheer-
fully respond to this your kindred’s and
your-couniry’s call for aid;: And onr
beloved land will rise from this fearful
struggle, and like gold fromthe refined

fect than before, and while we acknowl-
edge the power that directed the blow,
we shall bless the rod that chastised ng
for our own good, for whomsoever he

_ burg, neithef have .out Chancellorsville
prisohers been exchanged. We arein
bopes that a few days will find the 154th
once more @gzment respectable in
3.7 It would mdeed be

| the regiment’ fro_ .
ranks once . more

needs be, to agamwdo bat
Country and Gonstitution. +And if those

sha,ll be gmtlﬁed in thls respeét .

s'h ady retreat near Oa.tr
thout any particular va-
zily routine of camp and
ntil the 15th, when we
‘to be ready to march
notice, with three days
raacks,. Well, we re-
these . marchlnfr orders
hoon of the A%th, when

" rationa,
‘maited i
until the

we, at fiftéen minutes notice, started for |-

this place. Perhups you arcnot awave
of the pleasant state of uncertainty at-
tending these marching orders, whieh,
by the way, differ very materially from
orders fo march, For instance, we
sometiines get orders io be ready to

raarch on short notice, sometimes one |

hour, and sometimes (a.é. the last,) at a
moment’s notice. We may remain un-
der thege orders for one day or one
week, and during its operation itis
perilous to leave camp at any time, or
for any putpose. You are liable
at any moment 1o be ordered to tear
down and pack up & in thc very shortest

| behitid; there are cross look: and . peI‘

fire, will come out purer and mdre per-

at home are @ot récreant to aty, we

feion,  Well dfter_glvmg ’she_,

posmble time, and 1f you areone minnte|

haps reprimand for ta
makesit extremely ple
imental commandaery - ‘who
held responsible for all
in his commaid. On our “last move for
instanee, The third day sice we had
bezni under these special orders, had
ncarly closed; in the opiiion of the
Brigade officers, there wasno signs of
a move, in fact every thm;: ‘looked so
guiet and so much like a° stay, that 1
had caused on that day a la,rge amount

[of policeing to be done in FLand about

camp; about 3 . u, I received orders to
detail an officer for ploket that night.—
The earth seemed to revolve as usaoal,

rand we were cougratulating ourselves

apon the moral cevtainty that a-shady

jeamp and soft brewd hod-fhettiis per-

manent fixtures, for since the order
came, three days had elapsed, and all

| things remained as they were. The

Sun had degeended low in the Western
horizon, the men were lazily preparing

i their evening meals,  my servant, or 1

might better say, man of all works, had
just gone to water my horse and would
be absent at Jeast 1 hour, the office

{elerk had gone on a like errand, when

up came an Orderly all in a sweal, with
a circnlar to the following import: The.
Regiments of this  Brigade will march
immediately to’ ;er'; Manassas Junc-

f'mm the men who were JI.IS_'
ready to. eat their suppe
glumblmg, a very little
a large amount of joking
with regard to the extra amount of
work bestowed upon the camp that day,

¥s,.

| I turned to my own aflsirs, Here was

a pretty kettle of fish. My boy was
gone with my borse, and my clerk was
gone. The desk and other office furni-
ture was to be packed and got ready
for transportation. My own personal
lugzage, which I do not profess to keep
very snug, was lying around loose, and
must also be packed, and my wall-tent
must be taken down and rolled np, and

¥ had 15 minutes to do it in, and no-

body but the Acting Adjutant fo help
me, and the boys of the regiment had
all they conld attend to of their own af-
fairs. Besides, I had the prospect of
going w1thout my supper, not -particu-
larly pleasant, especially witha niight’s

"{ march of twelve miles in plospect -Buf




T had worked at this Dbusiness before,
‘| and had my department in order ontime,
and my horse came back just in time,
and every thing was right, except that
neither the horse or myself had our
sopper. It was sunset when we got
fairly under way, the night was pleas-
ant, being clear, and the men stood the
march much better than they would
have done under 2 midday sun. Qur
orders were to march to Manassas that
night, and we should probably have
done so, but on arriving at Bristol Sta-
tion, where the railroad crosses Bragd
Run by a trestle work bridge about,
forty feet high, on which (in the ab.
gence of any other bridge,) the Infan-
ity w'ere obliged to cross, stepping from
teers, whio led the Brlgade, refused to
cross in the darkness, probably%hanng
na taste for a leap in the davk,; and try-

ing the realities of the rocky landing
| below. Well there was no alfernative

hold the concussion of two gleat ar-

{but to -halt the Brigade and wait :for-
dazllght to ma.ke the path of duty more

We were goon nnder motion, crossed
the creek without accident, and about
8§ 4w, found ourselves npon the clas-
sic ground, the famed plaing of Manas-
sas, where report, two yeats since, said
that féarful and deadly mines were in
readiness - to Jaunch into eternity the
invading Yankee hordés, if perchance
they should succeed in forcing their way
thas far into the-heart of the oid Domin-
ion. Luckily? prebably, for the Yan-
kees, and cérfatnly,for the veracity of |
“those who originated the repor{, our
army 'stopped ghort of this place, and
the Rebels withdrew the powder from
the mines, and reserved it for its more
legitimate use of hurling af Lincoln's
“hirelings the musket ball or shell, and
with defiant yell, sending their foes pell
mell fo heaven’ or else to the north of
Mason and Dixon's line. The country
around the Junction seems to "have
heen well selected as a place of defence,
although there are no high hills in the
vicinity, The whole country as far as
the eye can reach is a high rolling ta-
ble land, well adapted to the manenver-
ing of infantry, artillery ov cavalry.—

. |b1n.nd111g upon the reinains of one of

‘the many fortifications near the bra—]

oz

tion, the eye tukes in the whole country
bet'wpe_n_the heights of Centreville on
the Nél‘_tb, and the Rell Run Moun-
taing on the South and West. As you
gaze upon the works of military de-
fense and offensive (or rather uponl’
these ruins,) which surround you on all’
sides, and then cast your eyes over the
region around Bull Run, whose s61l has
been twice cnriched with the blood of
patriots and heroes, you feel that you
are on sacred ground, and the mi'n'd:. and
houghts involuntarily carry you b".'),c]x
to the 21st of July, 1861, and- you wit-
ness in imagination the first great
struggle of this bloody WAL You be-

mies meeting in deadly atrlf(, with a
shock that causes the carth to tremble
beneath your feet. You hear the cease-.
less roar of artillery, the rattle of mus-
ketry, the yells and shouts of defiance,
the cheers of momeutary success and
advantage gained one moment to be

“lost the next. The groans of the wound-

ed and dying, you see the death grap-
ple of the hand to hand conflict for the
possession of some battery, you feel the
ground tremble beneath the cavalry |
charge, you behold the swaying to!
and fro of the masses, the advance and
retreat as victory seems fo rest first on
one banner and then on the other, and
finally as the 3tars and Stripes seem to
rise iu triumph over the field, and you
hear in the distance the exnltant shout
of McDowell’s men, and distinguish the
wordg, “they fly, the day ia won.” There
comes from the West another. sound,
the shrill scream of the locomotive, you
lock and behotd the gray uniforms and
glistening bayonets of Johnston’s men,
and s the panting steed comes to a
tialt, you see the thousands of fresh
troops spring from the long trains, and
guickly forming in line of battle, ad-
vance at a double quick upon the FPed-
eral troops who, worn out and exhaust-
‘ed with twelve hours marching and
fighting beneath a July sun, are illy
prepared to meet the furious onset of
these troops, now advancing so nnex-.
pectedly upon their thinned and ex-
| hausted ranks.,  And as the sound of
the conflict becomes fainter in the dis-
tance, and you arc aware that the lit-
tle band of fedevalists have give way a
routed, disorganized mass, your wmind
turns to Patterson, who was to have
prevented Johuston's uniting with Beau-
regard, bt who, ke Napo_l:con’s Gron-




-art the man.” . |

‘no means of guessing. ‘We may march

- As to the whereabéﬁts'z of gur army, I

chv failed at the eritical momcnt aud;
to the question, “Who i3 eSPQQSJble for
this day’s disaster and disg race 467 the
Union arms?” the answer comes, “Thou

How long we shall stay here T have
to-morrow, and we may stay for weeks,

know nothing outsidé of my own Divis-
ion. The first brigade -i8 here, the 2d
at Bristol, further the deponent know-
eth not. By+the way 1 presnme you'
in Cattarangus are in a fever of excite-
ment about these days, as Llearn that
this is the eventful week. Well I care

little whi” draws the prizes, if thoy are

only forth commg atthe appointed time,
so huery up, for'Uncle Bam is in want
of men wore than of money. But I
bave spun this out about suﬁiment and.

el_e is'no duubt of hlS death%
LEW_:S_BIShop Serp

{seems to have set i'n. for a wet ‘Eépei-l,_

To say that the’. roads -are horvible, or
abominable, is giving; a ‘wild deserip-
tion indeed, A new. sct of adJectles
must be invented before one can -hope
to convey in words anything like a cor-
vecl idea of the real condition of affairs

there, as regards the condition of those.

‘roads which are used in Lauling stores
“to the Army in this region. But it is
retiing no better fust. Indeed, I have
fears that if this weather continuves
much longer, our fitends up at Chatta-

‘jnooga will have to contend with a worse

fand more deadly foe than Gen. Brice
‘has yet proved himself to be, for it will
i be soine days yet before ra.lhmd comn-

mummtlon can be opened above this
| poinf, as the bridge here is yet some.
r“’dy% from completion. A small steam-
er, intended to tow Barges, is, however,

abmi-t ‘Feady tosgetup steam at this
placc and as the vains are swelling the
river, it s . probable that supplies will
be taken up by water in a very fow
days. <1 have full fuith in Gen. Grawr
that our brave boys will not be ebliged.
ito give up the advantages of their pre-
!sent position on acconnt of the failure
“of hard bread and coffee.  Btill 1 think
it is the cause of some anxiety athead-
guarfers, for a soldier must eat if he
would fight, and no matter how brave

EL'S

wirarmy may be, and with how much -

gkill they may be managed, they must

finally yield to the pefsi_stentattacks of

Gen. Starvation. Itis a true saying
that o soldier had better be without

cartridges than without rations. There _

is a large force at work making Cordu-

roy road over the worst places between |

bere and our main army, but with the
present weather dnd the immense
amotnt of travel, it is next to impossi-
ble to got the road Into anything like a

passable condition.  The eleventh

Carps, which you are aware has won |

no  very enviable reputation of late
‘with the mnsket, would seen to be des:
Hiued to seek its laurels Dbenecath the
BEarths” smface, with such implemenis
as the shovel and pick, Rathera hum-
Lle instrument to be associated with
tha Crescent, which is-looked for in a
more elevated sphere.

Well, the Corps’ which could steal
mit Bugyxer, fight init Siecer, and ron

mit T can dig, as the Dutchman
BAYS, tyvel,” and if this sort
of w 15" consi lored less honovable,

laniels woun are loss preen
aud less enduring than those won by
our brothers at Chattanooga, we have
the satizfaction of knowing that weare
laboving in the same great cause, and
lhat our wovk is fully jmportant as
theirs, for if we did not help to f{eed
thera, ali their bravery would come to
nonght, and that right specdiy.  And
here let me say that our position is not
without its perils, for there are bush-
whockers here who are gnite as well
skilled i their profession as their breth-
ven and co-workers in the Qld Domin-
ion.  Aud let me say onc word in re-

eard to iny own regiment.  As it had

111(- cu,dlt of acquitting itself well at|
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‘| quite an‘important day (with om?ﬁ

Chancellorsville as well us at Geitys-
‘burg, with the muosket, so here in Ala-
{ bama with the axe, it stands A No. 1,
' In fuct there is not another regiment in !
the Corps that stands as high as axe-
men, aud we are generally detailed to

use that Instrument exclusively, while

pick, This suits the boys, and they are

I emulons to retain the good opinion of

those at headquarters. They are now
specially detailed getting out railroad
ties, building bridges, &c.-

’ Our baggare has not yet mnved al-

though we have been here three weeks.

It.came by rail to Nashville but a few
days behind us.  From there the ca
pacity of the road has beea taxed to ite

¢ | utmost in forwarding o this point the

necessaly supplies for the army, and as
the trafigportation teams . and wagont
for the fitting out of the Corps wer
brought from there over. land, the reg
imental baggage was loaded upon th
wagons to be hauled through. - "The di
tance by road is about 150 “miles, an
guch is the conditwn of the roads tha
although already out 14 days, they wi
not e in under 2 or 3 days yet. As
consequence of our traps being so f
behind, we have suffered a'greatinco
venience for the want of tents, blan’
ets, &c., to say nothing of clean nnde

nate enough to borrow a shirt to wes
while the one T wore from -Alexandri
wags being washed and dried. It willl:

cers,) that heralds the arrival of
train, provided our luggage is not rir
ed (of which there is a good chande) i
the transit.  OQur saddlo hmsés um.
in-three days gince, but in a " gory
pllg‘ht Crowded, brumed and sta Vol
| upon the cars for-one week; 2
ten days through Tennessee storms and
.mud, they were hardly recognizable as
the same animals, which ' nearly. four

weekd since. we taft at Alexandria. To-

deed, two of those be]ongmﬂ' o our

Dax of the 154th, the other of Liéut.
Col. Jacksox, 134th N. Y. V., have al-

service since theirarrival, and more are
in a fair way to follow,” -

Col. Joxes has not yet joived the reg-
iment, but I think he will be here soou.
He is yet retained at Anapohs although
I understand he is- exchaun‘ed ‘We

. | shall all reg(nce to greet him énce more,

|

other vegiments use the shovel and |

clothes. As for myself I was fort -

br]gade one the property ‘of Sulgcon_.

ready received their discharge from the’

B T S RERDNID AL T TR e

Your humble servant will be well pleas-
ed't6.hand over ‘the sceptre and sub-
side. . : :

‘The -worst featore in our change of
locality is that we get no mails here as
yetwith’ anv degree of certainty of reg-
u[anty. ] hilve received neither paper
or lettel ﬁom home since my arrival
here, and amas ignorant 6f -what has
tl.anslp_l_zj_{:.d‘_ there” within the last four
weeks, ag ‘any ‘native of the South Sea
Islands:~ The Tises, that pleasant
-weekly visitant which made its appear-
ance -regularly in ‘camp on the other
side of the Alleganies, has as. yet failed
to make its appearance here, - I hope
“this state of things may. not Iong‘ cons
tinue, fur give the soldier every other
comfort compatible with his. calling,
and he is restless, discontented and un-
-easy, if deprived of his letters and pa-

!pers from home, Give him thesé and
'he is cheerful even . with half rations
and constant fatizoe doty, The first
question on coming into camp af night
is; “Ias thére any mail arrived to-day?”
and when they receive a negative re-
ply, their spirits fall ‘beyond even the

| powers of bad Commissary, which fails

1o bring them up to the poing of cheer-
tul content. - Respectfully yours,
L. D: WarseR,

I.etter from Ma.;or LD Warner.
Looksrr Vu.u:r, Nov, 5th, 1333,

|  Frigxp Fari-—-As you have doubt-
“less, ere this, heard the Crescent has
been once more upon the move, and
now rests beneath the shadow of Lock-
out Mountain, whose hoa_ry_head, brist-
ling with Rebel cannon, seems. to look
down in astonishment dpon us puny
creatures who have thus impudently
dared to take up otir abode under his
very feet.  But to my journal,

Oct. 27th—We broke camp at Bridge-
port, and crossing the river, advanced
along the railroad in this direction, theq
1st Brigade taking the lead. The day
was fine, and the roadsnot having been
used during the late rains, were in good
condition. Our first halt was at Shell:
Mound Station, abont eight‘miles from

. Bridgeport.  Near bere is the entrance

to one of the largest of the saltpetre
caves to be found in the conntry, it hav-
ing been explored sume nine or ten
milee from its mouth, A stream of
o pure water, sufficient to farnish the mo-
tive powers to quite an extensive grist

warE &




mill, and which is suid to be navigable.
for Tight skiffs some 4 miles, i snes’
from the mouth of the cave. The earth;
in the bottom of the cave is atxonglyﬁ
impregnated wlth saltpetre, wh -
obtained by lca_ch_mg the earth
boiling the ley. _Ti_i@ numerous leaches
- sud remains of ayches for boiling -s'hsw' .
that the manufacture of thiy .mport.,tnt
inmredient in the manufacinre of gun--}
powder, has bwnextr\nswe-} carrie
of lute. For the présent, howeve _
manulacture is seripusiy mtpunpte iy
After giving th ’lm'ys a chance to ta.ke
& puep fnto o reil slive cave and pick |
up 2 few shells to send bome as relics,
we continued our course, The country;
which from Bridgeport here was cormi--
paratively level and productive, now be-
came more rough and steirile, and the’
roads much worae.  About two tmlm
from Shell Mound, the road cuntevs a
parrow “pass between the river and
Emouma:n where, for more th.*n two

}:)In,ces averhung the road. .\.
it of aomlt hﬁ;y feet 1buve the toi

¥ obtained by blasting and

ng _"lb the solid roek.  The scen-
eiv was impressive, and the most bms«
terous,were awed into silence, Thluh’s
i, wllat a spot this to cut off : and,
tr 0y & tl“\.l[l of wagons, Let t’heni

man or beast‘. unless by wmmmlng the'
lviver, a feat which nothing less tha,n the
fear of a,rchel bullet would canse me to
latterapt. At the termination of this -
defile, “the road leaves the river, and
ascending the valley of what is called
1 Falling Water creek to its head, passes
througl a gapin the monntain and de-
scends the Lookout creek valley, whicli’
apens upon the river about three miles
‘below Chattanooga. 1 think no rail-
road was ever engineered throogh a
rougher vegion:than this, The road
1 winds aroundt}%& sides of the muuntains
in many places undrcdq of feet above
the narrow va] ey, or rather . gorge, in-
to which the train w culd plunge were
it thrown from the track. About four-
teen miles from Chattanocoga the rail-
road crosses the creek, the Bridge over
which has- been biirned by the lebels
who, not satlaﬁed with redacing to

ashes all that was consumable, attempt-
ed to blow up the fine stone piers on

éaunnot Be loss than 150 feet in' height.
I think Tnele Sam will hardly incur the
expense of re-building this costly struc-
ture, at least not while supphies canbe
taken up by the river. Abont two
miles from this bridge and twelve from
Chattanc ogy, we came to a small val-
ley, wide cnough for an encampment,
and heve we halted for the nmight, hav-
ing marched abont twenty miles, After
eatiug our supper, posting picket for
the night, &, we lay down fo rest,
and the last thing T remember was the
squealing of an unfortunate litter of

eight wesks pigs, whoclianced to stray .

‘too near our camp for their own safety.
The next morning, the 28th; we were
aroused at four o’clock, and at six were
ence more on the move, our Brigade
leading as yesterday. We now began
to see the evidence of recent rebel oc-
cupation, and condequently moved with
caution. No Tesistance, however was
met with mutil about five miles from
the mouth of Lookout Creek; when our
advance ‘begun to encoynter the ad-
vance pickets of the rebsls. They,
bowever, fled after fring s few shots,
sud we continuad to edvancs alopgrihpi
vaIley, with Lookoutimwilutaln on onr
right, from the- summi;

and & halt. bem 3 madc, the 73d Pa., and
154th N, Y, wete deployed as gklr-

.mishers to cleai the road for the _ﬂi:alf_n '
body of {roops, -:This was the first time

{lie 154th _had been employed in this
way, and the first chance to go'in with
.8 Tush.  And they. gid go i, The reb-
elg were in force on the crest of a hill
in front, which was covered with a
dense growth of oak and hickory,
which made it impoasible to know their
strength, or whether they were in-
trenched.  DBut our Toys did not stop
to.count noses. With such cheers as
wouid have done credit to the Tangs of
three timés their numbers, they charg-

many who, a short time previous, were
ready to fall out with fatigue, forgetting

feverything else in their cagerness to

Wk'i_'ic_h-'-t-heibrid_'g,e rested, some of achich-

cd boldly into the wood and up the hill, ;
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bo first at the top. a

The enemy, undgnbtedly suppesing
from the noise that a large force was
advancing to the charge, fled after fir-
ing a- few shots, and our boys soon
resied on_the crest of the hill without
any greater cusnaliy than the loss of
the little finger of one man, Hiram
Strait of Co. €. No further resistance
“was offered by the rebel infantry, and
wa proceeded on dur way down the val-
ley. We now were to pass the batter-
“ies on the point of Lookout mountain,
| which gave us their undivided atten:

range,

Owing, however, to the great height
of the mountain or the imperfection of:
rebel gunaery and projectiles, or both,
n6 harm was dona, They wasted their
ammunition, frightened a few timid
ones, and hurt nobody, Tt wes, how-
ever, a grand review and salute, only,
fur want of blauk cartridges they fired
loaded ehell and wolid--shot, o great
waste of material,  Aftet passing the

tion, as we passed thhm easy shelling -

'battertes about one mile, wa came in!
“sight of the Stars and Stripes waving
“from the summits of a. range of small
hills along the river, and such cheers
as our boys sent np were anything but
Inzy, Thus was our journey ended.—
We had formed a junction with the
army ‘of Gen. Grant, dnd” opent.d com-
munication on this s:de of the river be-
tween Bridgeport :md Ghattanqogaﬂ
The sun-was' jiust setting behmd the
Western hills ‘when we enta ped £
the base of one of the hills, i 4 \tis:
fied with ourselves and our day 8 Work.
After eating our supper we retived e i
ly 1o rest, expecting to enjoy a"'g{id'd
night's sleep. Alax _how nncerta.ln are
haman calcu]atlons * éspbblal]y n the
army. The night was scarcely half
| passced when we were aroused by the
booming of cammon and the rattle of
musketry, and were soon in line and
ready for a mooniight fight, the cause
of which I will explain as welt as pos-|
sible., |
As T have before remarked, Loukoutl
monntain iz on enr right 28 we come!
down the valley.  Between the base of
the mountain and the road is a range
aof hills, some four or five hundred feet
in height"Behind these hills and along
the base of the mountain, the enemy,
comprising Hood's Division, Long-
street,s Corps, were lying in force. The |

two divisions of the llth corps had
passed down the valley, and .Geaiy's
Division of the 12th Corps, was several
- miles in rear, advancing on the same !
road. He had encamped for the night
some four or ﬁ\'e_.,m__iles from the river,
Al this  was observed by tho rebels
from thelr crows nest among the clouds,
and they at once conceived the plan of
-\a;ttgf:kin_g Geary with a sirong force,
and.at'the same time occupy the hills
;spékeg'-f}f with such a force as should
preyent onr moving to his rescue.  Ac-
curdmgiy about midnight they made a
fierce attack upon the camp of General!
Geary, and when our Corps was moved
to his support, they fonnd'the road cov-
ered by rebel infantry, who were étrong-
Ty entrenched upon the aforesaid chain of
hills, along the foot of #Which our men
must pzss.  There was but one thing to
be done,-they must be dislodged, and as
wa had marched in the advance, our
facing about brought the 2d brigade in
front, and they were ordered to clear
tie hill, which they did’ in fine style,
driving therebels from their rifle pits
and down the other side of the hill, but
not without considerable loes to them-
lselves. In the meantime Gen.:Geary
gave them 2 povers whlppmg, waid

mented at headqual ters,. a nd ‘1 think
that whatever odinm rested upun ‘the
crescent, has been removed,.and itmow
shines witha lustre not surpassed by
any star in'the consteliationg military.
The vpening of commuaication with our
base at Bridgeport, is an important
"event to the army of the Cumberland,
{as has been fally acknowledged in or-
Lders from headquarters, But I have
made this letter too long already.
Respectfully’ yours, .
| L D, ‘WAR\RP.




LATER.

“LOOKOUT VALLEY, REAR CHATTANOGGA, )
HOVEMEBER, $ih, 1853. |,

o0 Far: The smoke of our late
shes having - cleared away; and!
the ¢gith contmumg to revolve as of!
old, nowise disturbed by the clash of
[ Armg, our little Army (the 1lth and
12th Corps) has subsided into their nsu.
al guict routine of camp, picket and fa-
tigue duties. By fatigue, Imean for-
tifying and road building.” Of the

latter we are just now enggg__g.d on
quite an extensive job, being . nothing

less than the bailding of a double :_track_i

of corduroy the distance of six. miles
from Kelley’s Ferry, the present head
lof Steamboat navigation on the Tenn-
essee, to the place of our present en-
campment. The whole supplies for
the Army of the Cumberland has to be|
bauled over this road. The supplies’
come to Bridgeport by rail, and are
there fransfered to barges, whi’ch nre
towed up to kelley’ standing by steani-

forward faster than they are consumed,

a forward move,‘ provided Bragg can
be moved out of the way. The rebels’

boxt. Supplies are now being brought !

and if no interruption occars, the Army |
1will soon be in a condition to warrant |

atill; hold their position on lovkout]

mountain, and have a small infantry

force on the side of and at the base

jfronting Lookout Valley. The 11th

Corps holds the valley and, g
g the

izght of ‘our. arﬁva] here
flmbum_g them “nh
spect for the fighting qnalities
of our boys. They don't secm. clearly
to understand how it was done

as those who have voluntarily come
within our {ines, have generally asked

them in so unusnal a maner, The rebel
Batteries on the mountain atill continne
to salute us whenever they see a train
:of wagons, or a body of men pass-
ing through the vally. We have been
here 12 days and they have probably
sont us on an average 50 of théir best
comp]ep}ehts.'daily. _ Although within

Thqs_p )
who have been taken prisoners, as well |

to be shown the boys who pitched into|

'not exceed 4 or 0.

casy range of their guwns, the whole
number of casualities to this time docs
5. Bo much for this
terrible posjtion on Lookout. o harm-
less are they that even the mules, usu-
ally .very susceptible of impressions

_o_'f “tljis < gort, hardly deign to prick up

_t.h'_e:i__r‘éa_rs while passing under the range
of ‘tkirfire, The fact is the knoll is de-

cidedly to high for successful canona-

ding. - They cannol safely depress their
guns sufficiently to bear directly upon
our positions, and must depend upon

, their shells barsting over the right spot,

which very few are accomodating
enough todo. Many burst almost as|
soon as they leave the mouth of the gun,
and many do not burst at all. Under
the circumstances, [ think they evince
a commendable degree of perseverence,

they still give us therr daily attentions,

and the puffs of smoke from the moun-
tain’s top and fromjthe bursting shell
followed in due time by the double re;
ports, is  evidence that they -atill -are.
there. - We have several large gurs iy
position on.a hill on the opposite -side ;
of the river, which oocaslonally reply Lo

| the.enemy, throwing their shalls over the'

creas of the mountais, bub with what-ef
fect is of course only known to the rebs,
unless indeed the man in the moon occa- |
‘sionally locks dowa from his elevated po-
sition, and takes a survey of the éne-|
‘my's.camp, but even. Jf this js 80, he i is

seems to be qu
The rebs ar g wilycoming into our
liies, sometimes - smgle sometimes in
squads of tens and {wenties. They
report their Army in great destltutlon,
both as regards clothing and provis-
ions, and. their haggard and ragged
appearance, ag living evidence that in
this respect they do not misrepresent
the state of affuirs. The people in this
vicinity, as well ag betwieen Bridgeport
and this place, are certainly the most
forlorn set of beings I ever met with.
I hud read descriptions and looked up-
on drawings, of the poor whites of the
South, bat if this region is peopled by
fair représentationsof the race, the most
thighly colored picture extant falls far
below the reality, And a description

[ T N
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